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2001 NZV8 champion, Paul Manuell
who celebrates 14 consecutive
seasons of racing within the NZV8
category in its various forms, will
again be backed by ORIX New
Zealand, and group of associated
sponsors for the 2008/09
championship.

“I just love racing within this category and
being one of the more “mature competitors”
believe | have the right mix of talent and
experience to win the championship again.

The ORIX Holden Commaodore is only one
season old and with significant off season

developments is now a very well sorted
package. We are most certainly seeking a
continuation of the podium results we netted
throughout the second half of last season,”
said Manuell.

Manuell’'s ORIX Commodore will stand out
again this year in its new distinctive bright
orange livery. The car has been completely
rebuilt incorporating the latest permitted
updates, by Wayne Andersen of AV8
Motorsport, who is also fettling the sister
car of twice NZV8 champion, Andy Booth.
The two drivers are fierce rivals on the track,
but work together as the strongest Holden
camp within the category.

Top hospitality

Last season ORIX hosted over 1000 guests
from Auckland to Invercargill within their
mobile hospitality unit. Off-season all aspects
of the team have been refreshed including
uniforms, associated hospitality vehicles and
appointment of a professional MC to coordi-
nate the day. “Our intention is to provide the
most professional and comfortable hospitality
product, within the series,” said Glenn Mid-
dleton, Manager Operations for ORIX New
Zealand.

Welcome to our
associlated
sponsor group

For this season we welcome our associated
sponsors: Crown Equipment, Fuchs Lubri-
cants, Konica Minolta, Smith & Smith Glass,
Century Batteries, The Gearbox Factory,
Holden New Zealand — and new this year,
Beaurepaires.”

BNT NZV8 championship

The BNT NZV8 Championship dates are: October 3-5 2008 Taupo; Nov 7-9 Pukekohe;
January 9-11 2009 Timaru; Jan 16-18 Teretonga; Feb 27-Mar 1 Manfeild; Mar 20-22 Hampton
Downs. Trophy (non points) meeting April 17-19 Hamilton.

Talk to Paul

“To really involve our
guests this year, we are
introducing an entirely new g
means of communicating
with Paul — when he is in
the car! In conjunction with
Icam we have developed
what we believe to be a world first - a
video/audio link from in-car to the hospi-
tality unit. This system will provide clients
the ability to observe the entire race from
inside the car and also communicate with
Paul both pre and post race. This system
will be trialled at Taupo at the first round
of the season and then used at both the
Pukekohe and Ruapuna rounds. We are
very excited to introduce this initiative and
we were even required to seek special
permission from Motorsport NZ (who have
been 100% supportive) to avoid issues
regarding the strict rules regarding com-
munications from a moving vehicle,” said
Middleton.

“To ensure our guests are entertained
between races, we are delighted to have
secured the services of professional co-
median and business speaker, Terry Wil-
liams, as part of the ORIX team at each
meeting. Terry is a very accomplished

MC, entertainer and
motivational speaker
who has recently re-
leased a book entitled
“The Guide: How to kiss,
get a job and other stuff
you need to know”
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